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(1) Franconia Notch Corridor

The design flexibility provided for in the Cotton Amendment permitted th
examination of a wide range of roadway concepts within the Francon:.
Notch Corridor. The options presented in the DEIS include closing U
Route 3 to through traffic (a Park management option that could &
implemented only with the construction of 1-93 in a bypass corridor), t«
and four lane parkways and a traditional four lane interstate highway.
Major characteristics of the three roadway alternatives are summarize
below in Table S-1:

Table S-1 .
Major Characteristics of Franconia Notch Roadway Alternatives
[tem Two Lane Four Lane Four Lane
Parkway Parkway Interstate
Project Length 11.4 mi (18.3 km) 11.4 mi (18.3 km) 11.4 mi (18.3 ks
Project Cost* $23,000,000 $40,200,000 $42,200,000
Annual Maintenance -
Cost $50,000 $75,000 $75,000
Design Speed S0 mph (80 km/h) . 50 mph (80 km/h) 60 mph (97 km/h
Interchanges -
New 1 4 5
Modified Existing 1 2 2
Intersections (at grade)
New 0 0 0
Modified Existing 8 0 Q

Percent of US Route 3
used 80% 70% 45%

(2) Bog Pond Corridor

@ Considered in this corridor was a divided four lane interstate highwé:
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located using road standards related to 60 mph (97 kmph) appropriate for
mountainous terrain. Traversing over Kinsman Ridge and passing through
the Easton Valley, the highway had a length of 20.3 miles (32.7 km).-
Total project cost was $146.9 million with annual maintenance costs of -
?16(]),000. Two new interchanges and one modified existing interchange were

(3) Kinsman Motch Corridor

The DEIS presented discussion of a divided four lane {interstate highway
in this corridor, which was located using road standards related to 60 '
mph (97 kmph) appropriate. for mountainous terrain. - Generally following

the location of New Hampshire Routes 112 and--116 through :Woodstock,
Easton and Franconia, the road's total length was 21.7 miles (34.9 km).
§ The total cost was $107.4 million and annual:- maintenance costs -were

§ estimated to be $160,000. The project included six new interchanges and

4 one modified existing jﬂtél‘d‘ﬁﬂgﬁ-,w é s et R e aIEE BRI s s L

. Non-Interstate Alternatives .

o

Under these alternatives, the Hhi‘téyndunta'in; Svye‘ctfb‘n ‘:owf’ : 1”;93 would not be o

(1) Mo Bufid

y EAa LA e d b

Under this option, all the roads in the regfon (including US Route 3) -
would contfnue to be maintained and upgraded on a regular basis in =
4 accordance with' ongoing programs ~and priorities of the New Hampshire
d Department of Public Works and Highways. Major modifications to US Route

3 woul d, however, not be made.. .

(2) Franconia Notch Corridor

Upgrading US Route 3 as a normal 70-30 (Federal-State) funded road

improvement project was addressed in the DEIS. - The .project involved
adding paved shoulders to US Route 3 from -Lincoln to Franconia and left .
hand turns at key intersections and extending additional northbound lanes
South of the I-93/Route 3 interchange in Lincoln and an additional
Southbound Tane: from 1-93 in Franconia to Lafayette Brook.::. Estimated
Project costs were $2.7 million and annual maintenance costs would have
een increased $3,000. It was estimated that road capacity would have

been increased 10 to 15 percent. o

(3) Kinsman Notch Corridor

Considered in conjunction with the Franconia MNotch Two Lane Parkway was
the improvement of New Hampshire Routes 112 and 116 through Woodstock and
Easton. The upgrading was not considered part of the I1-93 project, but
rather was identified as a measure that could be taken: to-relieve pres-




|
|

kmph) along 7.2 miles (11.6 km) of these State highways. Project costs
were estimated to be $5.1 million, which would have been funded on :
70-30 (Federal-State) basis. This project could have been undertaken
under the Mo Build alternative and improvements to the two roads may
still be carried out in the future if the need arises.

E.  SUMMARY OF BENEFICIAL AND UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF THE
PRUPOSED ATTTON

The following table summarizes the probable beneficial and unavoidable
adverse effects of the proposed Franconia Notch Parkway. . The tabe
includes certain major traffic characteristics in addition to significant
effects of the proposed action. Probable unavoidable adverse effecis
(effects remaining after mitigation measures are implemented) are used
for comparison because it is this set of impacts that wil] ultimately
occur with the proposed action. Presented in the table are effects that
can be only partially mitigated as well as those that cannot be mitigated
a

fied as slight, moderate or severe adverse or slight, moderate or large
beneficial. These classifications are assigned from a corridor per-
spective. Slight effects are not considered significant for evaluating
the proposed action and are generally not inciuded in the impact de-
scription of the Proposed Parkway in Chapters v through vIII, Therefore,

The information is presented in the table by discipline in the same order
as it appears in Chapter V, as follows:
Traffic and Transportation
Natural Features
Geology, Soils, Topography
Hydrology
Biology
Man-Made Features
Man Caused Featureg
Air Quality
Water Quality
Noise Levels
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Within each disci»p'lfne, information fis pré’sénted for major conponénts._;;mfjf =

For purposes of summarization some information has been rounded or RN

otherwise simplified. These modifications in no way, however,. affect the

usefulness of the data for evaluating the proposed Parkway. - The table

contains a short description of the traffic characteristic, resource
element or effect being presented to facilitate understandi ng and use of
the information provided. Existing conditions are presented when appro-
priate. In some cases, descriptions are used to present the effect, such

as “moderate,” “severe,” etc. These are used alone or in conjunction

with statistical information describing the‘ effects, s

The assessment of effects on recreational fékpeﬁry-ieyr{ce' and visual quality

must, because of the nature of

these effects, be subjective. Perceptions v

of each individual vary and value systems of each person will detemine
is or her response to the changes associated with the proposed actfon.
Consequently, it {s considered inappropriate to summarize these effects i
in abbreviated tabular form. . ~Rather, the reader is referred to Chapter

V, Section D.6 and 7 of the FEIS. The analysis of effects on recrea-

tional experfence was prepared by experienced professfonals from the 5?f   ,
perspective of their dif sciplines. Although written by professionals with =

extensive knowledge

of the area, the impact assessments nevertheless

largely represent only these individuals’ perceptions. Therefore, their

Summari zatfon {nto simple one or two word phrases would be misleadi ng and
unproductive, - The proposed Parkway will significantly affect recrea- -
Tonal experfence and visual quality 1in the Franconia Notch corridor.”
The nature of the expected changes is described in Chapter V; each
Individual must formulate his or her own assessment of their significance

and overall effect on the Corridor. =
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- continually informed about the project. Because of the length of the
- DEIS and the associated Technical Appendices, the considerable amount of
. public input that was received over the course of the study and the
. length of the hearing transcript and magnitude of DEIS comments, the
Department recognized that staff members kept up-to-date over the course
of the 2 1/2 year study/public review/hearing period would be better able
. to.make a reasoned recommendation than if they were presented all the
- information at one time. Therefore, a number of New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Public Works and Highways staff members including represen-
1tatiyes of various divisions, frequently met with the consultant, either
. Individually or in formal group work sessions. In-addition, Department
_ staff, including several members of the Interdisciplinary Evaluation
_Teanf, were {fnvolved 1in reviewing the working papers and preliminary
working drafts of the DEIS documents. The DEIS documents themselves, as
~welll as the public hearing transcript, were also made available to the
; Intgrdisc'lp‘linary Evaluation Team members and other Department personnel.
}TheéFederal Highway Administration's staff members, at primarily the
’ Isfonal, but also the Regional level, were also actively involved in
,the‘fjJreparat'lon and review of the background studies and DEIS documents
3 w11 as public input, since the beginning of the project. The result
is that, while the decision making process normally is quite simple and
takes place during a short period of time, for this project the entire
Process extended over a considerable time period. .

"°t5‘”,°"'¥ were the public comments that were received during the DEIS
- review period important in the decision making process, but so were the
: *‘!Sl?nses of the New Hampshire Department of Public Works and Highways
and jthe Federal Highway Administration to these comments. During the
Intemisciplinary Evaluation Team meeting which focused on the White
mmfﬂf" section of 1-93 the substantive DEIS comments and the tentative
New JHampshire Department of Public Works and Highways and the Federal
Highway Administration's responses were reviewed. The assessment of
2se corments and responses permitted the identification of both valid

- and {invaliq criticisms of the DEIS documents. The implications of the
Valid criticisms were discussed, especially as they related to the need
for the Project or a comparison of the alternatives. Opinions expressed
g the DEIS or public hearing comments, representing the full range of

g 1losophies and value systems pertinent to the proposed action/alterna-
€S, were also discussed. Finally, the results of a tally of alterna-

tive: Preferences expressed in the more than 1500 comments received were
Te;ented.

FINAL CORRIDCR DECISION MAKING SETTING/SITUATION
Iheé;_selectfon of a corridor for the completion of the White Mountain
cection of 1-93 was considerably more complex than most location deci-
e”g‘f& On one 1laevel the corridor decision was straightforward: the

1nation of the 80g Pond and Kinsman Notch Corridors was Jjustified by

yover«he]mng evidence provided in the DEIS documents and widespread
PUbHc sentiment,

i
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oise Levels

and adverse noise effects in the corridor; select]'on .of the t.!o
Build option would result in uniformly adverse noise impacts in
the Franconia Notch Corridor;

Nir Qualit

e Air quality in the corridors would generally improve over exist‘[ ng
conditions, primarily because of more stringent automotive emis-
sion controls, although the regional nitrogen oxides (NO,)
burden would be greater for the Kinsman Notch Corridor than tﬁe
other two corridors, the decrease in regional hydrocarbon (H(})
emissions burden would be less for the bypass corridors than it
would be for the Franconia Notch Corridor; reductions in carbon
monoxide (CO) concentrations with the bypass corridors would be
within the range of the Franconia Notch alternatives. :

Other Consi derations

y'ere are a number of other factors which do not fall so clearly into the
ftegories outlined above. - Use of either the Bog Pond or Kinsman Notch
Prridor woyld permit the closing of US Route 3 through Frangoma Notch
t3te Park to all byt park vehicles, which would offer possibilities for
'ique Park development and management schemes for the State Park. Th}s
% temative would ensure the preservation of the integrity of the Park's
Faources and the provision of a high quality recreational experience.
qile the costs of converting the Park to such a scheme would have to be
Prne withoyt assistance from the Highway Trust Fund, the capital costs
fivol veq would not be exorbitant. Obviously, the trade-off with the
1 atages tq closing US Route 3 through the State Park would be the
PStS and environmenta impacts associated with completing I-93 in one of
3 IP2sS corridors.  Qn the other hand, use of the Franconia Notch
{710 would offer the possibility of Park improvements being paid for
. least 4 Part by the highway project, under the category of functional
p]§¢eﬂu=3m: and mitigation and enhancement measures (including measures
Z¢ hamm, as provided by Section 4(f) requirements).

k.

Sor’d Pond and Kinsm idors have certain features that were

rrr'. °°"t!”fbutors tso a:hggﬁd‘re%oe?tion. In the case of the _Bog Pond

inwor’. 1t is qts Tocation in the middle of highly valued White Moun-

rr‘dNatw[‘a] Forest (WMNF) lands. In the case of the Kinsman Notch

uﬁ gr, 't is the likely irreversible and irretrievable changes that
€ Caused in the Easton Valley.
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tire WMNF holdings bounded by US Route 3 and I-93 on the ea§t &
:;gﬁtt:mand NH Routes nzg and 116 on the south and west have.ref:entl,{ ?e:
classified "roadless” areas as part of the U.S. Forest Service's Bo:fd%
Area Review and Evaluation - II (see Chapter III). The area is ‘be1.
considered for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation Syste

Both bypass corridors pass through this area, but the Bog Pond Coirid
represents a much more serious threat.

The Bog Pond Corridor passes through the middle of large sections ¢
Management Area III and M

anagement Area IV lands in the WMNF. The %L‘di
for Managing the National Forests in New England explains that 0'_'95:
ands have been divided nto management areas according to their su1t§
bility to meet various mixes of resource use"(p. 31). The WNFE%‘_G_%
Plan is considered an official land use plan for the WMNF and reflect
~ not only agency objectives in terms of meeti

reflects the optimal allocation of land are i isti
conditions and resource capabilities.

While general cbjectives apply to all management areas, each area hasif
different orientation. According to the 1974 WMNF Forest Plan, i

Management Area I (M.A. 1) the emphasis is on flexibility of land uses I’

conjunction with productivity of timber resources. Commercial t”“bg:
harvest is the dominant activity. M.A. II contains the most deveﬂop;
recreation facilities. In 1ine With the high density recreationd
objective, there is more significant site medification and developme”
here than in any other management area.

* The goal of M.A. III §s =3 near natural visitor experience” (p. 54),'
Conspicuous alterations, such as utility corridors, are prohibited, b

minor campground improvements are Permitted. In M.A. IV the princiod
objective is " natura i

i experience with a high degree ¢
solitude” (p. 54). Modifications are
carried out to protect ‘sites gr to \
Species. This {s the only management area with a designated Recr'eat.1cﬂ
Experience Level Number 1, which js defined, in part, as providirt
3 "high degree of oppartunity for isolation” (Area Guide, p. 41).
At no point does the Forest Plan Provide for new highwa constructi¢
Within the WINF. In 5 > any such intrusion E:«rou’l):i be inconsis
tent with the stateq objectives, For PuUrposes of this discussion
ction was considered less in conflict with tf
Forest Plan when Tocated in M. 4, and M.A. II thap in the rest of thfr
Orest because thege areas are planned for @ relatively high level ©
h!ima]r; development and activity., In M.A, 117 and M.A. IV and the so¢
ge‘:aergingzoig:zeg Classified Areas and Experimenta] Forests, it w&
with the goals of th
severe conflict,

be considered
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a preference for Franconia Notch, if something

werej to be done at all. Very little support was expressed for either of
he/bypass corridors.

1S} sentiment was echoed during the 90-day DEIS review period which
ncluded a public hearing. During this period over 1500 people were
eard from. Of the total only twenty people said they preferred the Bog
ond] or Kinsman Notch Corridors. It is believed that eighteen of these
k eog]e supported the bypass corridors because of a misconception that the
- bypass corridors would not cross the Appalachian Trail. This figure
ndiéates the almost complete absence of public support for either the
'Bog . Pond or Kinsman Notch Corridor. Furthermore, only 108 people stated
hey] favored the No Build option which similarly reflects relatively
ittle public support for this course of action. A more detailed break=-
ownj of support for the various alternatives is presented in the intro-
‘duction to the comments and responses in Appendix F of this FEIS.

-Should be noted that the corridor selection decision did not involve
theiuse of weights in any sort of numerical evaluation scheme. As

nfbgmation presented in the preceding pages clearly qemonstrates{ the
‘evidence was overwhelmingly against the two bypass corridors: predicted
‘transportation benefits with the two corridors would be less.than with
the {Franconia Notch Corridor, probable socioeconomic and envirommental
‘impacts would be substantially greater in the two bypass corridors, the
construction and annual maintenance costs of I-93 in either Bog Pond or
Kinsman Notch would be considerably greater than in Franconia Notch,
conflicts with other governmental actions and with existing and proposed
Tand{use would be significantly greater in the two bquss corridors and
irreversible resource commitments would be more significant in the two
~corridors than in Franconia Notch. These findings were considered more
- important than the benefits to be derived from the opportunity of closing
- US:Route 3 through Franconia Notch State Park, which is the most out-
~Standing benefit of the bypass corridors. This judgment 1is supported
by actions of the State Division of Parks and Recreation. Although

indicating that closing the State Park to traffic would ideally be the
besticourse of action, the agency stated that, in all planning conducted
overjthe past four years as part of the EIS study effort and its own
pPlanmning program, the staff assumed that Franconia Notch would continue
rve as a transportation corridor.

g

In' conclusion, on the basis of the technical information concerning the
t”ﬁﬁgportatioﬁ benefits and socioeconomic and environmental effects of
completing 1-93 in the Bog Pond, Kinsman Notch or Franconia Motch Cﬁr-
ridors, and the public input received during the past four years, theobew
Hampshire Department of Public Works and Highways rejected the Bog Pond
andgyingnan Notch Corridors. The Franconia Notch Corridor s recom-
mended, therefore, to be advanced to the design phase of project dgve]op-
ment} During design, the roadway will be presented to the public at a
formal design public hearing to obtain final public input prior to
dvar

cing the project to construction.

[-62
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th srojected traffic increases, construction of the Two Lane Parkway
1_d represent a commitment to increasing congestion over the long term
riny the peak recreation season. If large amounts of traffic diverted
otiier roads to avoid the heavy congestion on the Parkway, the result-
3 cianges--socioeconomic and land use, land value, etc.--in the areas
ro.sh which these roads passed (such as the Easton Valley) could
stostantial.  In such areas, the changes that could occur may be
resersible and the associated resource commitments may be irretriev-

29 Pond Interstate (Four Lane)@

e project would begin in the Town of Lincoln approximately 0.6 miles
(9.9 1a) north of the existing interchange between I-93 and Route 112 and
uld extend north through Kinsman Mountain approximately 20 miles (36
erding approximately two miles (3.2 km) south of the existing inter-
inge between I-93 and Route 116 in Franconia (Figure IX-4).

1is alternative consists of a four lane divided highway with full access
”f"‘”_- The alignment would extend northward from existing I-93'on the
ols side of existing US Route 3 and Pemigewasset River. Approximately
8 niles (0.7 km) from the new interchange, the alignment would make a
W .deg"EE bend from north to south and have a 1000 foot (305 meter) Tong
12duct over the Pemigewasset River, US Route 3 and Hanson Brook.

.Serpe"tine alignment would be necessary to achieve the 1500 foot (460

géer 9ain in elevation between the US Route 3 crossing and Kinsman

] %e located just north of Bog Pond. From this point the alignment

Ed.t"aVEP‘Se the mountain and follow its westerly side in Easton until

tching Wells Road approximately 0.4 miles (0.6 km) east of the Wells
- Route 116 intersection. '

m “ells Road the alignment would veer eastward from Route 116,_crgss
ﬂze 18 near the intersection of Route 141 and terminate at existing

Sresent interchange of I1-93 with US Route 3 in Lincoln would be
'::er:Ed'. A new diamond type interchange would be provided just east_of
e§x1st’"9 one. The connector between the interchanges \r{0u1d provide
Ef‘ih to Franconia Notch State Park and Lincoln. A similar type of
thange would be built at Wells Road in Easton to serve the comunity
recreation facilities located in the vicinity of Routes 116, 18 and
“"chThe alternative would terminate with a full service directional
T -hange at existing I-93 in Franconia.
& 9, ]Qng Seg ’
Kk ments of downgrades would regu ]
'ﬂre Scape ramps to agsist the motorist who might experience brake
:F;de Or inability to downshift. They are designed Fo have steep
* %8S and a gravel surface to slow vehicles upon entering the ramps.

A ® —e % CF (Y D 4w D
. —r

ire the incorporation of two
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le terrain of this alignment dictates that 12 pairs of bridges (north-
bjund to southbound) be used in addition to three long single viaduct
pe structures to traverse steep valleys. The three viaducts would be
2000 feet (610 meters) 14400 feet (440 meters) and 1000 feet (305
ters; long. The bridges would span maximum heights bove the ground of
280 feet (85 meters), 180 feet (55 meters) and 80 feet (24 meters)
spec:ively. On each of these three long bridges both roadways of the
h{ghwa v would be on one single structure to reduce costs.

¢h roadway of the highway would consist of two traffic lanes and paved
shoulders on both sides. For the most part, the two roadways of the
I3hway will have independent vertical and horizontal alignments creating
Wriatie median widths. This will provide a variety of views to motor-
iSts, ninimize headl ight glare and maximize the ability of the highway to
fit the terrain and unusual local conditions.

construction road between Route 116 in Easton and Route 112 in North
4odstock along the right-of-way of the existing power line would be
1t to save construction time. During the seven year construction
riod the existing traffic on US Route 3, Route 112 and Route 116 would
mintained continuously with a negligible amount of interference by
Nstruction traffic.

¢ total project cost would be $146.7 million. Under this al ternative,
} Route 3 would remain open through Franconia Notch State Park.

@D The Relationship Between Local Short Term Use of Man's Envir_onr.nen?
and the Maintenance and Enhancement of Long Term Productivity:
Bog Pond Interstate .

) Sunmary

"Struction of the Bog Pond Interstate would involve a trade-off between

ot and long term traffic and transportation, economic and environ-

™al gains and losses, as summarized in Table [X-21. The alternative

Involves a trade-off of gains and losses hetween the Franconia Notgh
Bog Pond Corridors. The allocation of water and 1and‘zreasref
,,} Interstate would reduce the long term productivity of these

rces, while increasing the efficiency of the transportation system.

Struction of the roadway would, to a limited degree, foreclose some

Asgq

Traffic and Transportation

¢ 2 i i the National
¢ ternative would connect two completed portions of ¢ comparable

f Int :qhways with a roadway 0 _

lit erstate and Defense highway ¢ < but increase
) 1cy’ and after construction would reduce accident rlfgeRoute e
*';zrtétate would be a superior roadway to Route 112 ‘a.nd 1n1d6 3§n<;e\:2::‘g
approximately 17 percent of the Route 112 traffic

1X-49




TABLE IX-21

SUMMARY OF SHORT AND LONG TERM TRADE-OFFS
BOG POND INTERSTATE
ROUTE 3 OPEN THROUGH FRANCONIA HOTCH

Gain/Loss Short-Term

Gains:

Traffic and Transportation
Decrease in accident rate -
Decrease in injury rate
Decrease in fatality rate
Decrease in traffic on other roads

- S. Route 3 -
Route 112 -
Route 116 -

Improverent in travel comfort
and convenience-Interstate -

Economic
Construction Related:
Cost $139,300,000
Jobs Generated 900

Annual stimulys in Tocal/
regicnal real estate
trade and service $4,900,000
Annual equipment and
materials expenditures ‘
funneled through region $4,800,000
Long Term:
Benefit to corridor
econanic development -

Environrental
Iaprovement in air quality -

iRprovecent in noise levels
at selected locations -

Losses:

Traffic and Transportation

Bays with heavy congestion-
U.S. Route 3 -

Days with moderate congestion-
U.S. Route 3 -

Yehicle operating cos: increase .
(trucks) via interstate 50. 64

Travel distance via Interstate 22.




TABLE IX-21 cont.

Win/Locs Short-Term Long-Term

Lssont : |

- 669 acres (271 ha)

‘ :ﬂd] fe habitat loss (minimum)** - 705 acres (286 ha;
sWarp encroachment - 7 acres (3 ha

gcss of streambed productivity - 2300 ft.(700m)
8 “educiion of attractiveness of
i Raptor Eyries - Severe
A ange in species .
% productivity and
abundance - Severe
@ ffect on Species of Special
b Concern - Severe
3 Increased noise levels in the
~ Bog Pond Corridor - Severe
(-3 |"ter quality degradation Moderate Severe |

':Y‘Se Effect on Town Character
' ;stme Qualities of Easton
tlley and environs Severe Severe @

féacs
°Ct on Management Area IV

(WMNF Severe Severe @

“'Sures in parentheses indicate changes from 1975.

cludes the entire area shown in Forest Lands and Swamp Encroachment.

Y. fa
P
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of the Route 116 traffic. Roughly one third of the US Route 3 8
would divert to the Interstate; however, through the year 2000 “¢
analysis days, traffic volumes would be greater on Route i than of
Interstate. Since the diversion rate is less than the antici i
traffic growth over the next 20 years, congestion on Route  would @
heavier and more frequent. Nevertheless traffic congestic: durincl

days’ (such as fall foliage) would be prevented from detericratirg ‘8
1975 levels.

Due to seasonal travel fluctuations, the greatest benefits to o
numbers of travelers would be realijzed during the summer, the reB
peak recreation period. While on an average day of the year S
flows freely through Franconia Notch, during the peak recrration sg
congestion frequently occurs, sometimes deteriorating into stop !E
. conditions. Construction of the Bog Pond Interstate would provice §
free year round traffic flow in that corridor. The reduction _of CE
tion and travel times of US Route 3 during peak traffic periods '§
benefit all traffic, but primarily out of state tourists, i E
80-85 percent of the summer US Route 3 traffic is from OU'CS_‘d
Hampshire. The overall effect of the alternative would be to "
travel comfort and convenience for traffic now using Route 3.

Construction of the Bog Pond Interstate could remove commercidl
from US Route 3 through Franconia Notch as this traffic could be r*J
to use the Interstate. Such an approach, although forcing tf'”‘:kfsr L’
a longer and more costly route, would provide a safer route “.s
traffic and would eliminate conflicts between heavy trucks and a”‘s
traffic and help reduce noise levels on US Route 3. NeverthelesSE
approach would reduce travelling convenience for heavy trucks. :

(c) Economic

During the seven years of construction, over $139.3 million ":2:
expended benefiting construction companies throughout New ol B
Approximately 900 jobs would be generated in the local re‘.?]"’s 'k
during the seven month construction period, which would add S&h' ot
to the area's economy each year. Expenditures funneled NT0% g
region for equipment and materials would amount to $4.8 mnwne;g if
Overall, the project would reduce unemployment and underanpwymi'ndus;
region and stimulate the local real estate trade and services 5
during construction.

Construction of this portion of Interstate 93 to Interstatsetors, B
would permit the completion of the entire system from:Bg arate’ B
Johnsbury. The improved access provided by this fully inted™-"" g
quality transportation facility could stimulate long !
development in the corridor, particularly in the Littleto 't’ be
shire, area. Long term regional economic benefits would 10
icant, however.

IX-52



gt nvironmental Benefits

§ Construction of the Bog Pond Interstate alternative would result in
§ limitkd Tong term environmental benefits. The elimination of commercial
- truck) traffic would reduce noise levels along US Route 3. This gain is
.accomplished, however, at the expense of increased noise levels in the
| Bog Pbnd Corridor. Certain air quality parameters would be lower in both
. corriflors than in the base year (due primarily to implementation of more
f Strintent emission controls). Finally, construction of the Interstate
- would create new scenic vistas and represent an aesthetic gain in terms
i of vikws from the road.

tnvironmental Losses

f ‘CQNSE ction and use of the Bog Pond Interstate would result in short and
long®term 10sses in the Bog Pond Corridor.

4000 acres (405 hectares) of forest, open space and recreation lands
; M 08 required to construct the Interstate, including gpprox1mate1y
.““‘7777.0?3 Cres (312 ha.) of forests that would be either directly (669
-acrest or 271 ha.) or indirectly (101 acres or 41 ha.) affected. .Nhﬂe'z
‘NotiPresently managed strictly for timber production, these lands
3 -Pmd‘ tivity would be severely reduced, if not totally 'dgstr‘oyed. This
ifﬁﬁg'ncTudes over 705 acres (286 hectares) of terrestrial and aquatic

J fe habitats that would be eliminated by construction.

“Bighway would increase water pollution and noise levels in the

"aié.,;or. The major water quality problems (sedimentation and increased

0
o

-4 temperatures) would adversely affect aquatic biological produc-
;i"i  along the cc))rridor. A major potential problem area would]ge]Bog
O Ptself. The sedimentation and water temperature effects would las

f

F/eral years after completion of construction.

Roa OnS"ruction - ' (three hectares) of swamp
e - would eliminate seven acres
‘a"d»,,.*rshland at four locations in the corridor. The 4300 feet (1200
ym’e‘tg%) of culverts and stream relocation/channelization would gxerm?;
Pently reduce the productivity of these areas through the fooqdwet:fied
$ely that, because of their proximity to the alignment, ;degelless
yries and potential Peregrine Falcon nesting sites w?j:'tion the
1-1Ve habitats for the entire life of the roadway. Ina t1h Inter-
gevel of development and human activity associated with u?d cause
} SSpecially when located in such an undeveloped area, wg retreat
'ldlife species (including Species of Special concem)wosigniﬁ'-
remote areas. The identified biologic effects wou

{ alter species productivity and abundance in the corridor.

: 3 . : nstruc-
?\VE Cited environmental Tosses associated with Interstate co

de ’.1- he Bog Pond Corridor appear even more sigf;fffit%ae"ta:;h:.“ C?;‘:;
et ! cammine the existing undevelopec nigurtehe road and attendant

ol Combined with the physical presence
1'"PCts, vould essentially reduce or eve
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rea to support a particular type of recreatmnaul experience

ng?e: vords, Inggrstate %evelopment would destroy tpe near n_atuﬁg i
@ "solitude" qualities of a major portion of the White Mquntam.de
Forest through which the road would pass. This impact is consi

be a significant loss of the area's long term productivity.

Interstate construction would represent a major intrusion in the c
that would permanently change its rural res1dent1a1/agr1cultt\:’r;a]}
acter and the inherent semi-pristine qualities of the Easton o
adjacent hill slopes. The effects of the Interstate appeaf’eak 7
dramatic when it is noted that only 200 cars per day (even 02 ghrou .
weekends) wind their way along the narrow two lane Route 11 -

Town of Easton (population about 100, almost half of whom are 0
years old). _

(d) Future Options Foreclosed by the Alternative

Interstate construction could have a severe effect -on Managemengc
lands within the White Mountain National Forest and adJaC“f{ép
lands that may be acquired by the USFS. The cited effects cou ecit

future management of this area according to the objectives SZS
the Forest Plan. In fact, it is likely that the affected ]a1nitt1
reclassified for other management practices. There appea"?d 2 "t

@ @that the affected area could no longer be manageq to p}:OV’w;NF ok
E recreational experience with a high degree of solitude." ( :
55).

Construction of the Bog Pond Interstate would not limit future g
within Franconia Notch State Park.

(5) Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources:
Bog~Ponc Interstate
(a) Summary

e s i
Construction of the Bog Pond Interstate would result in "re]vel;Zs‘
irretrievable commitments of human, financial and natura

(b) Commitment of Human Resources

. a.
Construction of the Bog Pond Interstate would require an a”°‘;]
human resources in both the public and private sectors fof'and
analysis, engineering design, construction, administrative

visory activities and highway maintenance. The skills required
work are not in short supply.

Construction would re

. . Ne
construction period for each of the seven Yyears of constructi0

i ona
expected that many of the warkers would be hired from the region
pool which at present includes a large nu J
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¢} Commitment of Financial Resources

Total project costs for the Bog Pond Interstate would be approximately
$46.7 million, with 90 percent, or $132.0 million, paid by the Federal
tovernment and 10 percent, or $14.7 million paid by the State of New
fampshire. In addition, construction of the Interstate commits the State
of New Hampshire to the maintenance of an additional 22.5 miles (36 km)
of designated Interstate Highway at an estimated annual cost of $160,000.

(d) Comi tment of Envirom’nentai Resources

In theory, many of the materials used in the construction of the Bog Pond
Interstate could be salvaged and reused if the road were modified or
renoved, Moreover, much of the land covered by the road could be re-
tlaimed ang eventually restored to a state approaching its preconstruc-
tion con itions. However, there are certain resources that would be
meversibly impacted by construction of the Interstate.

(ertain biologic resources would be irretrievably committed to Interstate

PotTiction.  Seven acres (three hectares) of swamp and marshland at

b‘i’“" locations in the corridor would be eliminated. Wetlands are unique

logica] comunities that act as a transition zone between terrestrial

i Wuatic communities, They are extremely productive biologically, but\Q|
50 particularly sensitive.

The Varied bioTaas ina te construc-
X Ologic impacts that would result from Interstate

m; "cluding water ’qﬂa] ity degradation, loss or disruption of over 723

tve] (286 hectares) of wildlife habitat and significantly increas :

speﬁime"t of the corridor, would in some cases irreversibly dﬂ.n]ln;;e

rangeezfpggllt:tivity and abundance. Such commitments would curtai

ential uses of the corridor's biologic resources.
Hab tat ]05

the]s S for the norther'}n and black-backed three-toed wogqgﬁcﬁirnsx a?g
n"“eatpmce Jrouse (Species of Special Concern), the Cana 1t | lynx (2
Wl (eEned Species) and possibly the eastern cougar and easLe " fimber
the gy "dangereq Species) could affect local -populations. oid O
fer wg1 Pond Interstate in the middle of such a remote area t;qcu ceom e
8 SUppg o Enents of these animals and force their retre

rounding the corridor.
& §§qns - - .
c°"5"st}3mﬁca”°e Of the cited resource commitments is evf,'} gtr::tar;s:zg:
Wtion o gse]ight of the semi-wilderness qualities

:_oristi acter
o 1@ agt ', SOPTidar_and the existing mra]’33881;2;11chys‘eb;h?595 on )
Han:VErage dn Yalley. The introduction of over er the character of the

tent g OF ' rably alter t
Eastg:nm Area IVt"l‘:nggayi.nc?rj\]ed N;zrir;paMoum‘:Yain National Foreiﬁea;(igz?f
e of et through which only 200 cars meander per day. Je and the
Moy the ¢q : on 'Y oject as a whole
A AStruction activity and the proj
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effects, increased noise levels and direct and indirect land use chd
associated with the Interstate would represent an irreversible
irretrievable commitment of the unusual qualities and character

corridor. Interstate construction would probably mean the end of|
undeveloped countryside atmosphere, a particular quality of life thd
becoming increasingly rare and that would be impossible to repl

Construction of the Bog Pond Interstate would represent an irreve
commitment of a portion of the White Mountain National Forest _(
presently managed for rare and endangered species and to prq|v1d
natural recreational experience with a high degree of solitude |
p. 55). Interstate construction and use would represent a signif
intrusion in the corridor, especially in the more remote higher &
tions, which would directly or indirectly reduce wildlife habiteq
populations.

The presence of the road and the associated noise levels would !
preclude management of affected WMNF lands as near natural and m ,“
areas. A change in mangement direction could become necessary that P d
permit increased development and use of the corridor. Such changes ¢
initiate a chain of events that would be essentially jrreversible
loss of these remote public areas (as well as adjacent private 1?"
similar character that may be acquired by the U. S. Forest Servic
inclusion in the WMNF). would, therefore, be irretrievable and wouj
especially significant as such areas are a declining resource |
region. As noted, species productivity and abundance would gefm ]
alter and loss of habitat (and possibly consequent reduction 11 P‘ab
tion) for rare and endangered species would similarly be an jrretr
loss of another declining resource.

No significant irreversible and irretrievable commitments of resof

would occur in the Franconia Notch corridor as a result of this ait
tive.

e. Kinsman Notch Interstate (Four Lane)
(1) Description

The project would begin in the Town of Woodstock, approximately 902%]12
(275 meters) south of the existing interchange between 1-93 and RoY : 1l
and would extend first west along Route 112 then north along Rouegkﬂ
approximately 22 miles (35 km) ending approximately two miles (thre

south of the existing interchange between 1-93 and Route 116 in Fré
(Figure IX-5).

. : oS
The alternative consists of a four lane divided highway with full &

'ﬁ‘
control. ’_rhe alignment would cross Route 112 just west of the ex ﬁé
1-93 crossing, turn in a vesterly direction and bridge the pemiget™
Rwer: and US Route 3, swing north of the Town of North Woodst0%.x
centinue roughly parallel to Route 112. Near the Lost River Reser'd
the alignment would be north of the river approximately 500 X
meters) at the closest locations. dJust to the west, I-93 woul
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